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Division 21: Goldfields-Esperance Development Commission, $2 082 000 � 
Ms L.L. Baker, Chairman. 

Mr B.J. Grylls, Minister for Regional Development. 

Mr R.W. Hicks, Chief Executive Officer.  

Mr J.J.M. BOWLER: On page 282, the second dash of the first dot point refers to �assisting small business 
within the region who have been impacted by declining capital expenditure across the nickel sector�. The 
minister would be aware of the government�s commitment of $110 million to upgrade the nickel loader at 
Esperance port, which I have labelled a total waste of money and, worse still, it will make the Esperance port 
mineral loader the most expensive in Australia. Can the minister tell me why there is no provision in the budget, 
as I see it, for that $110 million, and can the minister make sure that it stays out of it? 

Mr B.J. GRYLLS: I thank the member for Kalgoorlie for the question and for his very strong advocacy on the 
part of his region. He is right in saying that the money for the nickel-loading facility has not appeared in the 
budget. The decision, as outlined by the Premier in the Parliament, was made after the budget process was 
finalised. In addition, substantial industry consultation is taking place to try to address the issues that he has 
talked about on the question, if industry is to be paying, of what sort of contribution will it make, and also, at the 
end of the process, what sort of port user fees will need to be charged to justify that level of expenditure. Once 
again, this is a little outside my portfolio area, but I understand that the work has been done, taking into 
consideration the member�s concerns about that. There are two schools of thought. One is a school of thought 
from the Esperance community being very concerned about the disaster it had with lead and the concerns then 
raised about nickel. The government has worked closely with the community to try to have people understand 
the difference between lead and nickel. It was somewhat difficult, given that they were quite scared about the 
process. In amongst all that are the investment decisions going forward. The Premier has made it clear that an 
investment will be made in the Esperance port to reduce dust levels from the export of nickel. I expect that work 
will be firmed up and announced in the future. 

Mr J.J.M. BOWLER: Is the minister aware that if the full $110 million is spent, it will make the Esperance 
mineral loader the most expensive in Australia and that already mines in my electorate are considering exporting 
through either South Australia or Bunbury? 

Mr B.J. GRYLLS: I certainly have been made aware by mining companies of their concerns about the cost to 
access those port-loading facilities and how they feel it changes the scope of their projects, which makes sense. 
One of the major costs of the minerals business is getting the mineral onto the boat. The Minister for Transport, 
who is responsible, will give that due consideration. The Premier has a very keen interest in this, along the lines 
of the member�s concerns. 

The CHAIRMAN: I have had a request from the opposition suggesting that in the interests of saving time, in 
the case of questions for which the Leader of the Opposition has given notice, if the minister is prepared to give 
his answer in a written format to Hansard, the opposition is prepared to accept them as having been delivered in 
this committee and to move on to other matters. Would the minister be agreeable? 
Ms A.J.G. MacTIERNAN: These are questions on the number of full-time equivalents and that sort of thing. 
Mr B.J. GRYLLS: I think I will be able to table those today. 
The CHAIRMAN: Thank you. 
Mr T.G. STEPHENS: There is expenditure of $500 000 on the Menzies town centre upgrade. Can the minister 
identify for us what that will involve and how it is that Menzies alone managed to be receiving funds for a town 
centre upgrade out of the whole of the Pilbara region? 
Mr B.J. GRYLLS: The Menzies town centre upgrade was a Liberal Party election commitment. It is being 
delivered by the development commission from money from consolidated revenue, not royalties for regions 
funds, so it is a bit like the Busselton jetty upgrade.  
Mr T.G. STEPHENS: Would the minister or his officer be able to explain what is involved in that upgrade? 
Mr B.J. GRYLLS: I am happy for Robert Hicks to answer the question. 
Mr R.W. Hicks: We are obviously charged with the responsibility of administering those funds. We will be 
working with the shire members in the new financial year to ensure that those funds are spent as they are 
required to be spent. We are not fully aware of the project scope at this stage. 

[11.50 am] 
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Mr T.G. STEPHENS: I refer to the same township. Does the development commission or the minister�s 
portfolio have any overview of the Lake Ballard project; that is, involvement in securing the lake�s protection 
and preservation? 

Mr B.J. GRYLLS: I thank the member for Pilbara once again. The Lake Ballard sculpture project is fantastic, 
and I encourage anyone who has not been there to make the opportunity to go. I am very happy for the 
development commission to outline the work being done to promote that project. I am aware that some damage 
was done to some of the sculptures just recently, and that the development commission may be able to inform us 
about that. 

Mr R.W. Hicks: The development commission is on the management committee. The lead agency is the Shire 
of Menzies. Accordingly, we provide a support role to Lake Ballard. We have been in that support role for quite 
some time; however, we are not the lead agency for Lake Ballard, and we continue to support the shire. 

Mr T.G. STEPHENS: Are there any applications for funds for the Lake Ballard management strategies that the 
development commission will be attending to? 

Mr R.W. Hicks: No application has been received with respect to Lake Ballard. 

Ms A.R. MITCHELL: I refer to the first dot point, third dash, under the heading �Significant Issues Impacting 
the Agency� on page 282 of the Budget Statements, and say how enthused I am about the decrease in the fly in, 
fly out workforce and the increase in the numbers of full-time employees living in the region. Does the 
development commission have strategies to ensure that when the economy picks up again, the percentage of 
workers living full time in the region will remain the same or perhaps continue to improve? 

Mr B.J. GRYLLS: I thank the member for Kingsley for her question. I think that everyone will be happy that 
the downturn in the mining sector, although damaging to the state�s finances, will probably enable people to 
catch their breath and will enable the government to start to try to get ahead of the demand curve for land 
availability and housing availability, and the demand for employers to fill positions that they have previously not 
been able to fill. On a previous visit to Kalgoorlie, I met with the development commission, the chamber of 
commerce and the heads of some mining companies, all of whom said that they had been badly affected by the 
economic downturn�in particular, many jobs have been lost in the nickel industry. However, other 
opportunities have invariably come along, and it has not led to a wholesale exodus from the town. I think Mr 
Hicks could probably add to my comments. It very important that we try to provide the facilities in these 
communities that will encourage a residential workforce. 

Mr R.W. Hicks: I thank the minister. During the last period of a tight labour market, we took it upon ourselves 
to look at what needed to be done for future workforce planning. As a result, we were able to access funds from 
the Department of Education and Training and formed an alliance called the Goldfields-Esperance Workforce 
Development Alliance, which is a group of community stakeholders looking at what needed to be done about the 
labour shortage in our region. That has now all changed. As a result of that funding, we have delivered a report 
from the University of Western Australia that outlines the issues surrounding the labour force in the goldfields-
Esperance region. That process also provides us with a working 10-year plan. Within the context of that plan, 
stakeholders have responsibilities and time lines to work towards. We meet on a regular basis to ensure that 
those stakeholders who have made commitments to those action plans are delivering on them, or, if they are not, 
are determining what needs to be done to support them and direct them in an appropriate way. Yes, there is a 
plan. It is in action and it is starting to work. Notwithstanding that the labour market has, if I can put it this way, 
loosened up, it is still as relevant today as it was when we had a tight labour market.  

Ms A.J.G. MacTIERNAN: Minister, I believe that the group Bio-tech Fuels that is seeking to establish a 
biomass plant in Ravensthorpe has had discussions with the development commission about how the 
commission might be able to assist that sort of project. Could the development commission provide information 
about what sort of assistance it can provide to such companies? I refer to not only Bio-tech Fuels, but any 
company wanting to look at innovative renewable energy. 

The CHAIRMAN: Will the member please provide a reference for the question? 

Ms A.J.G. MacTIERNAN: Yes; I am looking at the headings �Promotion of Region and its Investment 
Opportunities� on page 283 and �Facilitation of the Provision of Appropriate Infrastructure and Industry 
Services� on page 282 of the Budget Statements. 

Mr B.J. GRYLLS: Thank you, Madam Chair; I am happy to have Robert Hicks from the development 
commission answer. 

Mr R.W. Hicks: Beacons Consulting represents this project and has been in touch with the commission on one 
occasion. On that occasion, we took it upon ourselves to invite Beacons to present to the commission board, and 
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it did so at the last board meeting. Beacons has put the case for a biomass renewable energy project to the board. 
We will have another meeting with Beacons, which has requested a subsequent meeting. We will meet with 
Beacons this week to see whether we can assist it in some way. We are not too sure at this stage what Beacons is 
specifically asking for. We have taken it upon ourselves to have a subsequent meeting to find out what Beacons 
is requesting from the development commission.  

Ms A.J.G. MacTIERNAN: As a supplementary, I refer the minister to the bottom of page 282 and the reference 
to the �Regional Grants Scheme� and the �contestable pool of $3.5 million�. Has assistance been sought from 
that contestable pool, and is this the sort of project that can seek that funding? Can renewable energy projects be 
assisted from that contestable fund? 

Mr B.J. GRYLLS: I am happy to have the chief executive officer answer that question. I understand that Bio-
tech Fuels and Beacons were looking for $4 million for feasibility work.  

Mr R.W. Hicks: We did not receive an application from Beacons. When it addressed our board, Beacons was 
seeking seed capital of sorts. We have subsequently been advised that it is in fact not seeking those funds from 
the RFR scheme. It will be interesting to see at our meeting this week what indeed it is that Beacons is asking 
from us; we are still a little unsure. 

The appropriation was recommended. 
 


